
In December 2009, the city of Cleveland adopted an anti-idling ordinance making it illegal to idle a motor 
vehicle for more than five minutes during a one-hour period in the summer and 10 minutes in a one-hour 
period in the winter. Reducing the number of idling vehicles makes a significant impact on the amount 
of fine particle and smog-forming pollution churned out into the air.  While Cleveland is the largest city in 
Northeast Ohio, several other municipalities have also enacted anti-idling ordinaces including the cities 
of Lakewood, North Olmsted, Maple Heights, and South Euclid.  Together these policies are improving 
regional air quality.

Stories of Success

A family owned trucking company located in Newbury, Ohio, Kuhnle Brothers Inc. decided to take action to 
limit their long haul truck idling in 2007.  To do so, Kuhnle installed battery air conditioning units and bunk 
heaters on 40 trucks to eliminate idling when drivers are required to rest.  With these, Kuhnle Brothers’ has 
been able to eliminate an average of 750 out of 1000 annual idling hours per vehicle.  Assuming $3.50 
diesel fuel and 1.16 gallons of fuel wasted per idling hour, Kuhnle can expect to save more than $1,500 for 
each vehicle.  Based on these savings, Kuhnle will pay back the cost of these technologies in just over two 
years, all the while significantly reducing harmful vehicle emissions.
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A Closer Look at Anti-Idling Stategies in Action

Canton Local Schools has made great strides to improve the environmental performance of its more than 
59 buses, taking advantage of grants and other opportunities to retrofit a portion of their fleet with diesel 
particulate filters and diesel oxidation catalysts to reduce emissions.  When it comes to idling, teacher Beth 
Gantz and her 5th grade science class decided to study the district’s operations.  With the help of students 
and faculty, the district tightened its anti-idling policy and worked with Clean Fuels Ohio and the Ohio 
Environmnetal Council to apply for an EPA grant to outfit buses with cabin heaters, eliminating cold weather 
idling.  Through the success of these efforts, Canton City Schools has significantly reduced bus idling, 
improving fleet fuel efficiency as well as the health of students and the wider community.

Idling vehicles wastes money and motor fuel.  Idling also produces emissions that harm the enviorment and  
human health.  Many solutions are available to limit vehicle idling.  The stories below illustrate organizations 
that have found solutions that save money and improve vehicle emissions. 

The following organizations are partners for clean air and can provide support for no-idling policy development. 



The City of Columbus recognizes that energy use associated with its fleet operations is one of the major 
factors impacting local air quality and the city’s budget. Columbus has taken a number of steps to reduce 
unnecessary fuel use, including developing a fleetwide anti-idling policy that went into effect in 2005 and 
a Green Fleet Action Plan enacted in 2008. The city has also equipped many of its heavy duty vehicles 
with devices that automatically shut off engines left running in park for more than five minutes.  Through 
these measures the city has reduced more than 2% of its overall fuel use.  Future plans include reducing 
overall fuel use an additional 2% and petroleum use 5% by 2014.  

City of Columbus

Westerville City Schools educates approximately 14,250 students a year making it the 12th-largest district 
in Ohio.  Beyond their reputation for academic excellence, Westerville City Schools have gone to great 
lengths to reduce their bus emissions, improving air quality for their students as well as the residents 
of central Ohio.  By retrofitting nearly two-thirds of their buses with diesel particulate filters (DPFs) and 
implementing wide scale anti-idling strategies, including an anti-ilding policy, bus engine preheaters, and 
real-time GPS monitoring, Westerville City Schools have drastically reduced their emissions of ultrafine 
particles, black carbon, PAH pollutants and visible soot from exhaust. 
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With over 600 vehicles operating in Ohio and thousands across the country, Frito-Lay’s goal is to be the 
most fuel efficient fleet in the country.  To reach this goal, Frito-Lay has created a comprehensive fleet 
sustainability strategy that looks at everything from fuel sources to vehicle design.  When it comes to 
idling, Frito-Lay is implementing all available strategies.  These include setting a strict policy that limits 
vehicle idling to 5 minutes per hour in the summer and 10 minutes per hour in the winter; equiping fleet 
facilities with engine block heaters to prevent cold weather idling to warm engines; programming all 
delivery trucks to automatically shutdown after three minutes of idling; and installing auxilliary power 
generators on long haul trucks to provide cabin power and climate control to eliminate idling on overnight 
trips.  All of these technologies combine to save the company money, fuel, and significantly reduce idling.

But it’s not all about technology.  As Steve Hanson, Fleet Sustainability Engineer, says: “Driver training can 
have up to a 30% impact on miles per gallon.” So Frito-Lay’s not only changing the vehicles they drive, 
they’re changing the way they drive – planning routes to minimize idling and providing comprehensive 
training for their drivers.  With these programs and technologies in place, Frito-Lay has drastically cut 
vehicle idling times, saving fuel and reducing harmful vehicle emissions. 

Frito-Lay 

The following organizations are partners for clean air and can provide support for no-idling policy development. 


