Fact Sheet
Idle Reduction Ordinance

What is “no-idling”
language?

No-idling is the reduction/elimination of unnecessary idling of a vehicle
(gas, diesel, other).

Benefits

Reducing/eliminating unnecessary idling from diesel and gasoline vehicles will
aid Franklin County in meeting federal air quality standards for ozone and particle
pollution; save money; reduce wear and tear on engines, reduce health risks
associated with gasoline and diesel, and lessen our dependency on foreign oil.
Saves vehicle owners money:
5 minute reduction a day by cars:
« 1,066,875 (registered cars in Union, Delaware, Franklin, and Madison
Counties)* X 5 =5,334,375 minutes / 60 minutes=88,906.25 hours per

day X 365=
« 32,450,781 hours a year reduced @ .8 gallons an hour** = 25,960,624

gallons a year saved.
If gas is $2.31 that is $59,969,041 kept in the pocket!
Sample Law

This law would be applicable to all
public and private vehicles when the
temperature is between 32 degrees and
85 degrees. It would limit idling to no

more than 5 minutes in a 60 minute time
frame; and 10 minutes in a 60 minute time
frame for vehicles loading/unloading in a
designated area.

Exemptions

Some exemptions can include: fire,
rescue, military or other emergency/
law enforcement vehicle during an
emergency; when maintenance is
required on the vehicle; armored vehicle

when in use; mechanical difficulties;
when necessary to power work-related
mechanical operations (other than
propulsion).

Model Cities

Those with a city-wide (public and private) no-idling law:
• Cleveland
• Maple Heights
• South Euclid

For more information
contact:

Ohio Environmental Council
1207 Grandview Ave, Suite 201
Columbus, Ohio 43212

tel
fax
e-mail
web

(614) 487-7507
(614) 487-7510
OEC@theOEC.org
www.theOEC.org

Fuel Conservation
Language

a.)

The purpose of this law is to protect public health and the environment by
reducing emissions while conserving fuel, maintaining adequate rest and
safety of all drivers of diesel and gasoline powered vehicles, and removing
barriers to economic development imposed by the state’s air quality status
under the federal Clean Air Act.

b.)

Applicability. As used in this section, “vehicle” has the same meaning as in
section 4511.01 of the Ohio Revised Code.

c.)

General requirement. Except as provided in section (d) of this section,
(1)
the owner or operator of a vehicle shall not cause or allow a vehicle to
idle for more than 5 minutes in any 60-minute period; and
(2)
the owner or operator of a vehicle that is loading or unloading at a
loading dock or loading/unloading area, and the operator of the loading
dock or loading/unloading area, shall not cause or allow a vehicle to
idle in that area for more than 10 minutes in any 60 minute period.

d.)

Exemptions. Section (c) of this section does not apply when:
(1)
The outdoor temperature is below 32 degrees Fahrenheit or above 85
degrees Fahrenheit. However, idling is limited to 10 minutes in any 60
minute period.
(2)
To prevent a safety or health emergency, a vehicle idles when operating
defrosters, heaters, air conditioners, or when installing equipment.
(3)
A vehicle idles while forced to remain motionless because of onhighway traffic, an official traffic control device or signal, or at the
direction of a law enforcement official.
(4)
A police, fire, ambulance, public safety, military, other emergency or
law enforcement vehicle, or any vehicle being used in an emergency
capacity, idles while in an emergency or training mode, or to maintain
communications, and not solely for the convenience of the vehicle
operator.
(5)
The primary propulsion engine idles for maintenance, servicing, repair,
or diagnostic purposes if idling is required for such activity, or idles
as part of a state or federal inspection to verify that all equipment
is in good working order, provided idling is required as part of the
inspection.
(6)
Idling of the primary propulsion engine is necessary to power workrelated mechanical or electrical operations other than propulsion
(e.g., mixing or processing cargo or straight truck refrigeration). This
exemption does not apply when idling for cabin comfort or to operate
non-essential on-board equipment.
(7)
An armored vehicle idle when a person remains inside the vehicle to
guard the contents, or while the vehicle is being loaded or unloaded.
(8)
An occupied vehicle with a sleeper berth compartment idles for the
purposes of air conditioning or heating during a required rest or sleep
period.

(9)
(10)

(11)

A vehicle idles due to mechanical difficulties over which the driver has
no control.
A vehicle is only operating an auxiliary power unit, generator set,
or other mobile idle reduction technology as a means to heat, air
condition, or provide electrical power as an alternative to idling the
main engine.
A vehicle is actively engaged in work upon the surface of a street or
highway, including construction, cleaning, and snow removal activities,
and the operator is in the vehicle.

e.)

Penalty. Whoever violates this section shall be guilty of a minor misdemeanor.

f.)

Idle Reduction enforcement. The director of Public Safety (or Chief of Police)
may designate appropriated employees to enforce this section and to issue
citations for any violations of this section.

